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FOREWORD.

Shortly after the annexation of the Punjab, Babu Syfm#& Charana
Basu went to, and settled in, Lahore ; and, after serving a couple of years
as Headmaster of the American Mission School there, entered Govern-

- ment service. When the Educational Department was established in

the Punjab, he was selected to fill the important post of Head Clerk.
It was in that capacity that he had to organise that department, and
worked hard for the spread of Education in that province. He zealously

" promoted the cause of Female Education to which Sir Robert Montgomenry,

on the eve of his retirement from the office of Lieutenani-Governor of the
Punjab, bore testimony as follows :—

“Baboo Syama Charan of the Educational Department has always
zealously supported the cause of Female Education. In testimony of
which I give him this. I trust he will rise still higher in his own depart-
ment. This certificate has been unsolicited by him.

January 9th, 1865. (Sd.) R. MoNTGOMERY.”

Sir Donald McLeod, who succeeded Sir Robert Montgomery, was a
renowned Oriental Scholar. He wanted to orientalise Education in
the Punjab, and wrote a letter to that effect to the Directer of Public
Instruction. Tt was due to Babu Syama Charana’s influence that the
Punjab was saved that calamity. The Lieutenant-Governor’s letter was,

however, at his suggestion, forwarded to the Anjuman-i-Punjab, a literary
" Society, that was, through his and Dr. Leitner’s exertions, brought into

existence. It was at a meeting of this Soclety, that he suggested the
formation of an institution which took the shape of the Punjab University.
On his death, which occurred in August 1867, at the early age of

m forty, the Indian Public Opinion, which was, at that time, conducted by Sir
 Lepel Griffin and Dr. Leitner. paid a tribute to his memory as follows :—

“We deeply regret t0 hear of the death of Babu Syama Charan Bose, one of the
most enlightened and respeetable members of the excellent Bengali Colony, which we have
in our midst at Lahore. The deceased gentleman ook considerable interest in all
matters affecting the welfare of his adoptive couniry and, together with other Bengalis,
threw himself actively into all movements which some time ago reflected credit on this
province. He was a Vedantist by persuation, a most amiable man and an acecomplished
English scholar. As Head Clerk of the Educational Department, much of the credit
assigned to its chief deservedly belongs to the well-known native gentleman, whose loss,
‘we are sure, is sincerely felt in the community to which he belonged.”

 Rai Bahadur Sris Chandra Basu, District and Sessions Judge, U. P.,
and Major B. D. Basu, I. M. 8. (Retd.), have started the present Series of
Sanskrit texts, and inscribed the same to the memory of their father. The
publication has been entrusted to the Panini Office.

Maxacer, Paxist OFFice.
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